A Message From OJJDP
In 2002, the juvenile arrest rate for Violent Crime Index offenses reached its lowest level since at least 1980. The rate, which grew substantially during the late 1980s and peaked in 1994, has decreased for 8 consecutive years. In 2002, it was nearly half its 1994 peak level.
The Violent Crime Index tracks murder, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault. The juvenile arrest rate for each of these offenses has declined steadily since the mid-1990s. The relative decrease in the number of arrests for Violent Crime Index offenses has been nearly three times greater for juveniles than for adults.
Although the statistic trends are encouraging, juvenile crime remains a problem. An estimated 2,261,000 arrests of juveniles took place in 2002, including 92,160 for Violent Crime Index offenses. Arrest trends show that females are an increasing proportion of the juvenile justice population. Disproportionate involvement of minorities in juvenile arrests persisted; however, the black-to-white disparity in violent crime arrest rates declined substantially between 1980 and 2002.
Juvenile Arrests 2002 provides a summary and an analysis of national and state juvenile arrest data presented in the Federal Bureau of Investigation's report Crime in the United States 2002. This Bulletin offers baseline information for those interested in monitoring the nation's progress in addressing serious juvenile crime.
In 2002, law enforcement agencies in the United States made an estimated 2.3 million arrests of persons under age 18.* According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), juveniles accounted for 17% of all arrests and 15% of all violent crime arrests in 2002. The substantial growth in juvenile violent crime arrests that began in the late 1980s peaked in 1994. In 2002, for the eighth consecutive year, the rate of juvenile arrests for Violent Crime Index offenses-murder, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault-declined. Specifically, between 1994 and , the juvenile arrest rate for Violent Crime Index offenses fell 47%. As a result, the juvenile Violent Crime Index arrest rate in 2002 was at the lowest level since at least 1980. From its peak in 1993 to 2002, the juvenile arrest rate for murder fell 72%.
These findings are derived from data reported annually by local law enforcement agencies across the country to the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program. Based on these data, the FBI prepares its annual Crime in the United States report, which summarizes crimes known to the police and arrests made during the reporting calendar year. This information is used to characterize the extent and nature of juvenile crime that comes to the attention of the justice system. Other recent findings from the UCR Program include the following:
◆ Of the nearly 1,600 juveniles murdered in 2002, 38% were under 5 years of age, 64% were male, 51% were white, and 48% were killed with a firearm. Of all juveniles murdered in 2002, 38% were under age 5, 64% were male, and 51% were white. Compared with older juvenile murder victims, victims under age 13 in 2002 were more likely to be female (47% vs. 25%) and more likely to be white (56% vs. 46%)
In 2002, 67% of all murder victims were killed with a firearm. Adults were more likely to be killed with a firearm (69%) than were juveniles (48%). However, the involvement of a firearm depended greatly on the age of the juvenile victim. Whereas 19% of murdered juveniles under age 13 were killed with a firearm in 2002, 78% of murdered juveniles age 13 or older were killed with a firearm. The most common method of murdering children under age 5 was by physical assault; in 50% of these murders, the offenders' only weapons were their hands and/or feet. 
The nearly 2.3 million arrests of juveniles in 2002 was

Most arrested juveniles were referred to court
In most states, some persons under age 18 are, due to their age or by statutory exclusion, under the jurisdiction of the criminal justice system. For arrested persons under age 18 and under the original jurisdiction of their state's juvenile justice system, the FBI's UCR Program monitors what happens as a result of the arrest. This is the only instance in the UCR Program in which the statistics on arrests coincide with state variations in the legal definition of a juvenile.
In 2002, 18% of arrests involving youth eligible in their state for processing in the juvenile justice system were handled within law enforcement agencies, 73% were referred to juvenile court, and 7% were referred directly to criminal court. The others were referred to a welfare agency or to another police agency. The proportion of arrests sent to juvenile court has increased gradually from 1990 to 2002 (from 64% to 73%). In 2002, the proportion of juvenile arrests sent to juvenile court was similar in cities (72%), suburban counties (74%), and rural counties (72%). 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 ◆ Between 1993 and 2002, the number of arrests for burglary declined for both juveniles and adults (39% and 24%, respectively). Similarly, in the 10-year period 1984-1993, the decline was greater for juveniles (17%) than for adults (4%).
The juvenile Violent Crime
Larceny-Theft
◆ In 2002, 71% of all juvenile Property Crime Index arrests were for larceny-theft. The most common larceny-theft violation is shoplifting. Therefore, Property Crime Index arrest rate trends primarily reflect trends in larceny-theft and are influenced to a much lesser degree by the generally more serious property crimes of burglary, motor vehicle theft, and arson. 
Motor Vehicle Theft
◆ The juvenile arrest rate for motor vehicle theft soared between 1983 and 1990, increasing 138%.
◆ After the peak years of 1990 and 1991, the juvenile arrest rate for motor vehicle theft declined substantially and consistently through 2002, so that by 2002 the rate was at its lowest level since at least 1980.
◆ Between 1993 and 2002, the number of arrests for motor vehicle theft declined 50% for juveniles and just 7% for adults.
Arson
◆ After being relatively stable for most of the 1980s, the juvenile arrest rate for arson grew 55% between 1987 and 1994. The larger increases in female arrests for assault were also seen in adult arrest trends. Therefore, the disproportionate growth in female violent crime arrests was related to factors that affect both juveniles and adults. Although one possible reason for the disproportionate increase in female arrests is an increase in crime, arrests can increase even when crime does not increase as a result of citizens' greater willingness to report crime to law enforcement or because a greater proportion of police contacts result in arrest.
In 2002, the percentage of juvenile arrests that involved a female was somewhat greater in central cities than in their suburbs or in the communities outside of the cities and their suburbs-a pattern most evident for larceny-theft, burglary, aggravated assault, simple assault, and running away from home. The Violent Crime Index arrest rate (i.e., arrests per 100,000 juveniles in the racial group) in 2002 for black juveniles (736) was more than 3.5 times the rates for American Indian juveniles (200) and white juveniles (196) and nearly 7 times the rate for Asian juveniles (95). For Property Crime Index arrests, the rate for black juveniles (2,448) was almost double the rates for American Indian juveniles (1,347) and white juveniles (1,308), and more than 3.5 times the rate for Asian juveniles (668).
Over the period from 1980 through 2002, the black-to-white disparity in juvenile arrest rates for violent crimes declined. In 1980, the black juvenile Violent Crime Index arrest rate was 6.3 times the white rate; in 2002, the rate disparity had declined to 3.8. This reduction in arrest rate disparities between 1980 and 2002 was primarily the result of the decline in blackto-white arrest disparities for robbery (from 11.5 in 1980 to 7.3 in 2002) , which was greater than the decline for aggravated assault (3.2 to 2.9). Unlike the arrest rate trend for aggravated assault, the juvenile arrest rate for simple assault did not decline substantially after the mid-1990s
◆ The juvenile arrest rate for driving under the influence in 2002 was 42% below its 1980 level, but 44% above its lowest level, in 1993.
◆ Between 1993 and 2002, the number of juvenile arrests for driving under the influence increased 45%, while adult arrests increased 11%. The increase in the number of arrests was far greater for female juveniles (94%) than male juveniles (37%). Driving under the influence
